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Dear friends of Pallotti 

We invite you to a farewell Mass on Sunday 22nd June at 11.30am,  

in gratitude and celebration of the many years of life at Pallotti College. 

Mass will be followed by a light lunch. 

Please RSVP by Friday 13th June and include the number of people  

who will attend. 

Email Maria – mmithen@bigpond.com  or 

Text Paula - 0400 515 903 

Regards  

Maria and Paula 

For Zoom Link for the Mass: text Paula or email Maria and they will arrange for you to receive it 
closer to the event. 

This Newsletter is coming out early so that as many as possible can RSVP to the invitation and 
attend. Kindly pass this invitation on to anyone who may be interested. It would be better for 
someone to be invited twice than to miss out. 
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Child Safety is of vital concern 

The UAC has a child safety team working to ensure safety for all who have contact with our apostolates. If you have any 

concerns regarding the safety of children within our UAC/Pallottine Family, please contact our UAC Designated Person for 

the protection of minors - Marita Dunphy via maritadunphy@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:mmithen@bigpond.com


CELEBRATION OF THE 230TH ANNIVERSARY  
OF THE BIRTH OF SAINT VINCENT PALLOTTI 

On Easter Monday, 21st April, a group of about 50 people gathered to celebrate the birth of Saint Vincent 
Pallotti and to give thanks for the great charism he left us to follow – we are all called to be apostles of Christ.   

The celebration was held at Saint Christophers Syndal, commencing with Eucharist and followed by lunch, 
prepared by the ever-hospitable Syndal Parish.   

In his homily Fr Pat Jackson spoke of Vincent’s life and his desire to serve his God in so many ways – teaching 
in the university, caring for orphans during a cholera epidemic, founding a religious order of sisters to care for 
these children, ministering to young workers, being a confessor to many – including popes, joining many 
associations – and being an active member in them all (that makes my head spin) and of course founding the 
Union of Catholic Apostolate in 1835, followed by the founding of the Society of Catholic Apostolate in 1845. 
Fr Pat, went on to recognise that we have similar paths to follow today as we each live to the full our own 
specific vocation.  

Following the mass, there was a wonderful feast and much joyful sharing and companionship. Among those 
present were many parishioners from: Saint Christopher’s Syndal, Holy Saviour Vermont South, Saint 
Anthonys Glen Huntly, (and I am sure other parishes that I have missed), along with UAC members, including 
many of our Pallottine Priests.  

Little did we know that as we were celebrating the birth of Saint Vincent, Pope Francis was dying and preparing 
to meet his God of Love. So, in future, as we celebrate the anniversary of the birth of Saint Vincent, we will 
also be celebrating the death of our wonderful Pope Francis – two great men who have so much in common. 

Cheryl Sullivan.  



 Some Further Photos from the Birthday Celebrations 

 
Alleluia, alleluia, Give thanks to the risen Lord. 

Alleluia, alleluia, Give praise to His name. 
 

The Pallottine Family gives thanks to Fr Ralph Besterwitch SAC for gifting us with years 
of love, service, hospitality and mission in Australia. He will be missed by us, by the 
parishioners of St Christopher’s, Syndal & Holy Saviour, Vermont South and many others. 

He has a new assignment in India and will be farewelled from St Christopher’s at the 
10.30 a.m. Mass on June 29th. Fr Ralph is in the bottom two photos on this page. 

Fr Ralph has been here on a Work Visa and knew he would have to return to India at some 
pont. The time has come. He has been recalled by his Provincial in India. We wish him 
every blessing as he starts another stage in his life of commitment and service. Also we 
wish him much joy! 



COMING EVENTS 
➢ FEAST OF MARY, QUEEN OF APOSTLES: SATURDAY, 7TH JUNE  

Long weekend. Celebrate with your personal prayers uniting with those of Pallottine Family 
members throughout the world. 

➢ National Coordination Council  (NCC) Meeting: 18-19 June. Please pray for the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit for the members as next President is elected. 

➢ Farewell Mass and Light Lunch: Pallotti College Millgrove, 22nd June. Remember to RSVP. 
➢ Farewell Mass for Fr Ralph: St Christopher’s Syndal, 29th June, 10.30 a.m. 

 

Saint Vincent Pallotti: 
Jesus came to serve and not to be served: so, who can refuse to live with this spirit of service. Every 
mission in the true Church of Jesus Christ is called Catholic Apostolate.  

UAC-ARM                         Australians Reaching out on Mission: Aim 
To be an umbrella body animating UAC members to be engaged in Mission Projects whether they be 
individuals, groups, SAC entities, members who also belong to the SAC or Mariana Community, 
collaborators or children and youth in associated schools, parishes or families. Imbued with the 
spirit of the UAC, to encourage members to try to do what they can. Mission would encompass a 
broad range of projects carried out both within Australia and outside of Australia.  
Our small committee has big plans, but we need more members so we can carry them out. Text 
Cheryl on 0417 386 706 and ask for more details. 
Outside of Australia: La Flamme D’Amour Orphanage, Keshero, Democratic Republic of the Congo 
We have been helping to support this orphanage for over ten years. Our ongoing support is needed 
more crucially now. It is situated in an area where there has been fighting, and which has been 
taken over by rebels. The children are safe but some adults in the area have been killed. The 
number orphans has increased and the price of everything, including food, has increased, being 
harder to access. Thanks to some generous donors we have very recently been able to send an 
additional $5000 directly to them. They need our continuing financial support and prayers. 
Donations can be made by regular Direct Debit payments or one-off to: 
ACCOUNT NAME: UAC Keshero Project, BSB: 083 347, ACCOUNT NUMBER: 439 222 523  
 

 

 

In this newsletter, we share news, views and reflections of the way the UAC (Union of Catholic Apostolate) lives 
the charism and vision of St Vincent Pallotti here in Australia. 
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