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                              Would you kindly do something important for us please? 
This is the first Pallottine Family Newsletter for 2024. Have you missed getting it?  
We need your feedback so that we can plan for its future in the way that best suits our readers. 
That’s right we need you to to let us know if you want to continue having it posted to you, or picking it up from the  
Church or would you prefer to read it online or are you not interested in receiving it anymore? What sort of articles  
would you like more of? Less of? Although printing and postage costs have increased considerably, we do want to  
keep you connected still with what is happening in our Pallottine Family. Our website is in the process of being  
updated and converted from sac to uac and that is where copies of this Newsletter will be able to be found online.  
It could also be emailed to you. Lots of choices. 
Please post your reply to Merle Gilbo, editor, 2/26 Ford St, Ivanhoe, Vic 3079 or email it to: 
 merlegilbo@hotkey.net.au by 31July 2024. 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
I would like to continue receiving the Pallottine Family Newsletter by post    Yes        No 

It would be good if there were two Newsletters per year, Winter & Summer with a smaller edition in Autumn and Spring.                                                                                                                                                         
Yes        No 

I am able to make a financial contribution towards the associated costs        Yes         No 

I would prefer to read it online after having received an email notification.   

My email address is:  ____________________________________________________   

I like to read news about: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other comments/feedback: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

           NAME/S _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

          ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

While we together decide the future of the Pallottine Family Newsletter, it would be very helpful if you could subscribe to it or  
make a donation towards its costs : NAB (National Australia Bank. BSB: 083 347  Account No.: 569130037 
Please remember to include your name so we can record your Contribution. 
 

In this magazine, we 
share news, views and 
reflections of the way 

the UAC (Union of 
Catholic Apostolate) 
lives the vision of St 

Vincent Pallotti here in 
Australia. 

Winter 2024

Child Safety 

Child Safety is of vital concern. The UAC has a child safety team working to ensure 

safety for all who have contact with our apostolates. If you have any concerns 

regarding the safety of children within our UAC/Pallottine Family, please contact our 

UAC Designated Persons for the protection of minors - Marita Dunphy via 

maritadunphy@yahoo.com 
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A Report from a Recipient of a St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship                (From Wagga Wagga Diocese) 

I had been looking into studying music, as a university subject, towards the end of year twelve. My music teacher was consistently 
pushing me towards the course. The one thing that had made me sceptical about the course had been whether I could justify the 
price I would have to pay for this specific education. I was still encouraged to apply and with a lot of support from my family, I did.  
I also began to take a more active role in St Michael’s Cathedral’s Choir and parish life in general. I was in the process of applying 
for the university when I heard about the St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship. The Cathedral administrator, at the time, encouraged me 
to apply, knowing that I had been thinking about studying music, and had mentioned that the degree could be useful not only to 
me, but to the Cathedral as well. I was immediately interested and with the help of my family and a few good spiritual directors, I 
applied. With all the support, moral and financial, that had come from the Church and my family, I knew that this must be in line 
with my vocation. It was truly an honour to be accepted as it gave me a boost of confidence that not only was I on the right track, 
but I would also have plenty of support to keep me on it. 

Over the year of studying music, I was able to learn skills and techniques that helped me to assist the choir in getting back on its 
feet. During Covid, the choir had all but disappeared, with so many guidelines to adhere to, it was decided it was best to dissolve 
the choir, for the time being. Thanks to a few encouraging priests and the support of my family, who I could always count on to sing 
even if no one else could make it, it became my responsibility, with the guiding wisdom of a couple of organists, to rejuvenate the 
choir and raise the Cathedral’s music to a quality fit for its large sandstone walls. Over the year a great deal of recruiting was done, 
choristers were lost and found, but ultimately God provided and the 10am Mass was almost always adorned with voices.  

The Easter Triduum, the pinnacle of the liturgical year was glorious, particularly the Easter Vigil, every psalm, and the alleluia, were 
sung by a new cantor (3 out of 5 having their first chance to sing a solo from the lectern), and enthusiasm affected every voice for 
all the hymns resulting in countless compliments for weeks after Holy week. “The choir hasn’t sounded that good at an Easter Mass 
for years!” The Christmas Masses, another major event in the Catholic Calendar, were also a highlight at the Cathedral last year, 
with all the gusto that singing carols is bound to encourage.  

Through my studies I was given the confidence to run rehearsals, train the choristers to be more confident, and hopefully learn a 
thing or two about music and singing, choose repertoire, (again with the help of the organists), and make sure the music would fit 
seamlessly into the liturgy. The course also offered a music history unit that gave me a greater understanding and appreciation for 
music in the Church. Knowing that Catholics were among the first to notate music, particularly music for the Mass, really helped 
me to understand just how important it is in our liturgy; that music so carefully preserved, should not be thrown away too easily. 

As someone who grew up singing in the Cathedral children’s choir, and watched it fall apart with no one to run it, it became my goal 
to get it up and running. I really hope to 
make it flourish this year by talking to 
schools and gaining more interest after 
Mass.  

I’m grateful for the opportunity to have 
studied Music with the support of the St 
Vincent Pallotti Scholarship. By 
supporting me, the scholarship 
acknowledges the importance of Music 
in the Liturgy, particularly in our 
Cathedral. It meant so much to me that 
the board would consider someone so 
young for such an influential 
scholarship. It is encouraging to see 
people my age being supported in their 
attempts to make the Church a more 
beautiful and welcoming place. I can’t 
wait to see how the choir and I will grow, 
making the liturgy glorious and 
continuing to praise God for all we’re 
worth.  
Thank you once again for your generous support, God bless,  Rosemary Vella 

 

 

ST VINCENT PALLOTTI SCHOLARSHIP TRUST 
 

The St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship Trust offers scholarships 

to enable lay people to further their understanding and skills in  

leadership/ministry or a specialised activity, such as promoting 

faith enhancement, social justice and pastoral care. 

 

More information and Applications Forms  

are available on our website 

 

pallottine.org.au/svpscholarship 
 

Closing Date 4 August 2023 
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Anniversaries 

Mariana Community 

On Easter Monday, the Mariana 
Community celebrated with 

much joy, Ronnie Maloney’s 60th 
anniversary of Consecration and 
Mary Saunders’ 40th anniversary 

of Consecration. 

We were joined by many of their 
family members, friends and 

nearly all of the Pallottine Priests 
in Victoria. There was a “homely atmosphere” and 

as Ronnie said, ‘It felt like a family occasion!’  

Fr Kevin Maloney, a nephew of Ronnie’s, with Dean 
Bradbury, the SAC Regional Leader, presided over 

the Eucharistic celebration which touched the 
hearts of those present. Then it was time for food, 
speeches and getting to spend time catching up 

with each other. 

For those who haven’t caught up yet with all of the 
Pallottine priests here,  

L-R: Leenus Neetany, Siby John, Ralph Besterwitch, 
Dean Bradbury, Eugene San (on leave), Jacob Alvarez, 

Shibu Joseph and Pat Jackson. Absent in Nursing 
Homes: John Winson and Benno Rausch.  

Br Lindsay was an apology.  

Marianas L-R: Margaret O’Neill, Kath Curtain, Anne 
Dowling, Ronnie Maloney, Mary Saunders, Pat Harwood, 

Cheryl Sullivan and Mary Whiting. 

Message from Mary Saunders to Mariana members: 
May we all continue to ‘rock on’ together as Mariana 
as we strive to live out our life of love in and for the 

world!! 

Ronnie now lives her vocation with the residents 
and staff at Benetas, The Views at Heidelberg. 

               Fr John Winson 

      60th Ordination Anniversary 

On March 18, 2024, Fr John Winson’s confreres, family, 
Nazareth House sisters and friends celebrated with him  
his 60 years of ordained ministry. The celebration was  
held at Nazareth House. 

The afternoon included sharing memories of John’s life.   
His nieces described their excitement when visiting their 
uncle as children, the stories they heard of his work in 
Western Australia and Victoria, the special place he  
held in the life of the Winson family. 

Others shared their memories of John: his skills as  
both an author and translator (and I suggest you might  
like to do a Google search to see some of the breadth  
of this work!), his pastoral care to Vietnamese people 
when they first arrived in Australia (including taking 
lessons to learn the language), his appointments in  
Kew, Rossmoyne and more.   

Fr Pat Jackson, who had done much to ensure that this 
great occasion was recognised, shared some memories  
of their lives as seminarians. 

The sisters and staff at Nazareth House had prepared 
a lovely area for the 
celebration. When 
John was brought into 
the room his beautiful 
smile lit up his face.  
He was delighted to 
see all who had 
gathered. As the 
afternoon came to a close there was an extremely  
poignant moment when John, in full voice, thanked all  
of those who came to celebrate and gave us a beautiful 
blessing.Thank you, John, for your years of priestly  
service to all the Pallottine Family in Australia.  
 
-Cheryl Sullivan 26 June, 2024.  
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4th International UAC Congress 

25 – 31 July 2024 near Rome 

This has been organized by a 
committee of the GCC of the UAC or in 

other words by the General Coordination 
Council of the Pallottine Family throughout the 

world. Mark Brolley is currently a member of 
the GCC.  

Mark, Mary Whiting, who is President of the 
Australian National Coordination Council, 

Cheryl Sullivan and Anne Dowling have 
arranged to attend this coming Congress.  

Congress theme: 

Luke 24,48 

The theme and the content of the days together 
is based on the Emmaus Story.  

The Congress will be a time for personal 
reflection and renewal. It will also be a time for 
sharing, learning, discovering the difficulties 
we face in common with others, along with 
what is going well and ideas and practices that    
we could adopt or initiate here. 

Hopefully we will renew previous friendships 
and form some new ones. There will be almost 
200 participants coming from Africa, North and 
South America, Asia, Oceania and Europe. 
Some sessions no doubt will require 
headphones and interpreters while others will 
be held in language groups and the common 
languages of love, music and humour will be 
also used.  

Please pray for and with all the participants 
from many and varied parts of the world either 
in your own words from your heart or using 
the words of the formal prayer in the next 
column as a guide. 

PRAYER 
FOR THE 4TH GENERAL CONGRESS OF THE UNION OF 
THE CATHOLIC APOSTOLATE 
"With Christ, our hope, let us start again together 
with renewed joy and courage.” 

 
Father of infinite goodness, who lead your pilgrim Church              
in the world and who, in your missionary call, inspired your 
servant Vincent Pallotti to found the Union of the Catholic 
Apostolate, to you we raise our hearts with deep gratitude for 
your constant presence in our life and mission. 
Please assist us with the light of the Holy Spirit in this 4th 
General Congress of the Union of Catholic Apostolate.  
With Christ, our hope, we long to experience deep renewal,  
the joy that transcends momentary circumstances, and the 
courage that comes from knowing that You are with us every 
step of the way. 
Rekindle in our hearts the commitment to be tireless  
missionary disciples of Jesus Christ. Feed the flame of hope 
burning in our hearts so that, as a community, we may radiate  
it to the world. Give us to be instruments of peace and love, 
reflecting the light of Christ in every situation. 
 
Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on all members and  
collaborators of the Union of Catholic Apostolate.  
Grant us the grace to continue this journey of synodality  
in Your Church with joy in our hearts and courage in our  
actions.  

 
May each of us, sustained by lived communion, including 
through this Fourth Congress, be a beacon that illuminates  
the paths of those who do not yet know the light of Christ. 
Finally, O God, we implore your grace to evangelize with 
renewed missionary commitment, bearing witness to the  
love of Jesus Christ. Guide us as your people, that we may 
contribute to the building of a new society, at the service  
of every person's life, hope and concrete solidarity with all in 
different cultures. Accompany us on our journey to your final 
kingdom, where we will all recognize one flock and one 
Shepherd. 
We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Queen  
of Apostles, St. Vincent Pallotti, and all the Pallottine  
blessed and martyrs, through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

After our return to Victoria, our four participants        
will lead our annual Reflection/Retreat Day with 
Renewal of our Act of Apostolic Commitment       
that is held worldwide around the date when the      
UAC documents were recognised formally by the 
Church at the Vatican. 

This year it will be on Saturday, 26 October at    
Syndal Parish. Mark it on your calendar or in your 
diary now.  

The day normally concludes with a Mass in the 
afternoon. 
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ARE YOU READY FOR A COUPLE OF 
DAYS OF QUIET, CONTEMPLATING 

THE WONDER OF CREATION IN THE 
BEAUTIFUL SETTING OF OAK MAREE? 

 

WHEN: Friday 4th October,  
Arrival from 5.00 p.m. – starting at 6.30 p.m.  

                 Returning home after lunch on Sunday 6th October 
WHERE: OAK MAREE. 5 McNamara's Rd Millgrove 
THERE WILL BE OPPORTUNITIES FOR:  
GUIDED MEDITATION, PRAYER AND 
SHARING WITHIN THE GROUP AND PERSONAL 
TIME TO REFLECT, WALK, MEDITATE, GO OUT FOR 
A COFFEE – WHATEVER YOUR INNER SPIRIT IS 
CALLING YOU TO “IN THE MOMENT” 
 

Want to know more or to book? 
Contact – Cheryl Sullivan: 0417 386 706 or 
cherylsullivan11@bigpond.com 
Cost $60 per day     
All meals provided with a “help yourself” 
breakfast.  
Bringing nibbles and some drink to share is always 
welcome. 
Let us be protectors of Creation, protectors of God’s 

plan inscribed in Nature, protectors of one another 

and of the environment.   

(Pope Francis – Laudato Si) 

 

UAC-ARM 

UAC-ARM is a Pallottine Family missionary outreach  
group in Australia. We engage in different activities both  
in Australia and overseas.  

Flamme D’Amour Orphanage – Keshero – 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

Flamme D’Amour Orphanage is a small non-government 

facility in Keshero DRC.  Keshero sits very close to the border of 

Rwanda and is a suburb in the region of Goma.   

The orphanage, established by Sister Alvera Gahinyuza, cares for 

vulnerable children, women  

and other vulnerable people who have been affected 

by the different wars in the Eastern Congo region. At 

the orphanage in Keshero there are 96 children, 60 boys and 36 

girls.  In total the organisation cares for 165 children.  Of the total 

number, 113 are primary  

school age and 52 attend secondary school.  

As a Pallottine Family in Australia we have supported the 

orphanage since 2016.  The support has primarily been regular 

donations towards the cost of food, certainly not enough to 

provide for all of the nutritional needs of the children, but a 

contribution towards the cost.  

Other donations have enabled: Water from the Mains System  

to be linked to the orphanage, purchase of chickens, rabbits  

and goats to assist with increasing the children’s protein intake 

and assisting with the cost of education and medical care. 

If you are able to assist with a donation towards the costs 

associated with providing support for the children, the bank 

details are below.  Your donation may either be a one-off 

payment or perhaps a monthly amount.   

Know that any donation is greatly appreciated. 

ACCOUNT NAME:    UAC Keshero Project 

BSB: 083 347   ACCOUNT NUMBER: 439 222 523 
Cheryl Sullivan had hoped to visit the orphanage on her way 
home from the Congress in Rome but was advised  
that it wouldn’t be safe to do so. Fighting is continuing  
near Goma, the Capital City near Keshero. 

Sr Alvera, recently wrote to Cheryl: Hello Cherly, thank you very 
much for your message. So in these days we have three orphanages. 
The first is in the city of Goma which was created in January 2008, 
the second is in the area of Masisi in the Parish of Nyakariba which 
was created in 2010 and the last is in Rutshuru which was created in 
February 2024. For the two centers of Goma and Nyakariba the 
centers are built on our plots. While for the center of Rutshuru we 
rent a house with the aim of buying a plot for them. Please continue 
to pray for us. Thank you very much and good understanding. Union 
of prayer. Sr. Alvera MFA 



 

 6 

UAC-ARM continued. 
The children from Queen of Apostles School in Riverton, 
WA, through their “Kids for Kids” program also fundraise 
for specific projects at Keshero.  
We also help where we can with the Brigidine Asylum 
Seekers Group.  

We would welcome new members to bring their 
experience and giftedness by joining our Committee. 

We also have developed a UAC-ARM “What’s App” group 
“so we can keep you up to touch with what’s happening 
and you can give the committee feedback and 
suggestions. 

 Prayer Promoter’s Coming Events 
Our next Pallottine Cenacle Prayer Session at 7.30 
p.m. at St Joseph’s, 71 Orrong Rd. Elsternwick on 22 
August which is a very auspicious day for the 
Australian Pallottine Family. It is the feast day of 
Regina Mundi, Mary Queen of the World. The 
Australian Region of the SAC priests and brothers is 
under her patronage. We finish each of these 
sessions with a shared light supper to which you are 
invited to bring some food to share. 

On 22nd September Pallottine Cenacle Prayer will be 
held at the home of Cheryl Sullivan, 31a Gooch St. 
Thornbury. 

In October we have our reflection/retreat day with 
Renewal of the Act of Apostolic Commitment. 
There’s more about it elsewhere in this publication. 

We have an email Prayer Group where we place 
prayer needs and the Group prays for those 
requesting Prayers. If you would like to be included 
please contact me at 
prayerpromoter@uacpallottines.org.au 

Also each month some changes are made to the 
UACprayer webpage: https://www.uacprayer 
Check it out. 

-Anne Dowling 

Pallottine Family Newsletter Production 
If you could assist with the writing of articles, or 
the graphic design and layout of this 
publication, you would be welcomed with open 
arms. Merle Gilbo is the editor, and Anne 
Dowling has put this edition together. 

Prayer the key to UAC Congress success,  
says President 
Prayer is the most powerful spiritual tool available in 
seeking God’s blessings on the Union of Catholic 
Apostolate (UAC) and the fourth UAC General Congress  
to be held in Rome this month, the international leader  
of the Pallottine Family said recently.  

Fr Jacob Nampudakam, 
the President of the  
UAC, quoted Pope 
Francis as saying that  
the prayer of the humble 
person was the 

“weakness” of God. “The Lord is weak only in this one 
sense. He is weak before the prayers of His people,” Fr 
Nampudakam quoted the Pope as saying. Fr Jacob was 
preaching at a Eucharist held in preparation for the 
Congress on 19 June at the Church of San Salvatore in 
Onda, Rome, where St Vincent Pallotti’s body lies at rest. 

He said there were many practical things and much  
hard work to do to ensure a successful 
Congress.  “However, we realise that the most powerful 
spiritual tool before us is prayer for the blessings of God  
for the Union and for the Congress in particular.” He also 
quoted St John Chrysostom that “prayer is the place of 
refuge for every worry, a foundation for cheerfulness, a 
source of constant happiness, a protection against ih”.  

Fr Jacob was one of three UAC leaders to attend a  
meeting of moderators and delegates of the 
 Associations and Ecclesial Movements on 13 June at 
which Pope Francis spoke of three “synodal virtues that 
can derive from a spiritual conversion: thinking as God 
thinks, overcoming exclusiveness and cultivating  
humility”. 

Fr Jacob said “ecclesial movements are meant to  
serve the Church, they are not a message in themselves, 
an ecclesial centrality”. “They are for service. 

“May the UAC General Congress be an occasion to  
relive and celebrate this spirit and charism of St. Vincent  
in great humility, always in service of the People of God. 

The theme for the Congress, to be held from 25-31 July, is 
“With Christ, our hope, we set out again together with joy 
and hope renewed”.  This comes from Luke’s Gospel 
account of the encounter between two disciples and Jesus 
on the road to Emmaus and of their despair turning to hope 
and joy when they realised that their companion was the 
Risen Lord.  

mailto:prayerpromoter@uacpallottines.org.au
https://www.uacprayer/
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Four Australian UAC members will attend the 
Congress: UAC National Coordination Council, 
President Mary Whiting; her predecessor, Cheryl 
Sullivan; UAC Australia Prayer Promoter, Anne 
Dowling and Mark Brolly, who succeeded Cheryl on 
the General (international) Coordination Council in 
2022. Perth’s Tricia Wisolith has also served on the 
GCC, which is the international equivalent of the 
NCC for Australia and the Local Coordination 
Councils based in Victoria and WA. 

General Coordination Council Meeting 2024 
Fr Jacob will chair 
the annual face-
to-face meeting 
of the GCC 
straight after the 
Congress. The 
four-day meeting 
will include a 
review of the 
Congress and 
consider a significant year ahead for the Pallottine 
Family as well as the wider Church.  

Pope Francis has announced a Holy Year for 2025,  
inspired by the theme “Pilgrims of Hope”. Next year, 
the Pallottine Family will also celebrate special 
anniversaries: the 175th anniversary of St Vincent 
Pallotti’s death and the 200th anniversary of the only 
Jubilee he experienced and in which he was heavily 
involved. 

The world leader of the Pallottine Fathers and 
Brothers, Fr Zenon Hanas, wrote to Fr Jacob that it 
was important now to make the members of the 
Pallottine congregations and the whole Union aware 
of this great and important jubilee event.  

The Pallottine Jubilee, also centred on Rome, will  
begin on 9 January 2025 and end on 22 January 
2026, the Solemnity of the Founder. 
                                                                          -  Mark Brolley. 
 
The 60th Anniversary of Fr Pat’s ordination  
to the Priesthood 25th of July 1964 - 2024 

For all that Has Been – Thanks!   
And to all that will be –Yes! 

Thanks to my parents and my family, for the 
warmth, personal support, sense of teamwork and 
work in the service of God and others. And thanks 
to so many wonderful people with whom I have 
shared my ministry. 

               I was born in Ayr, Scotland, with my twin, Michael,  
              January 30th, 1936, to mum and dad and the other 

four children (eight in all) in the family. We were not  
well off, but my parents were very resourceful and  
each of us were encouraged to work together. Dad  
leased a plot of land of eight acres and from an early  
age we worked with him on Saturdays and holiday  
times, selling our produce, and raised enough money  
to emigrate to Australia.                                                          

We came as migrants on the Orion P&0 Line and arrived  
in Melbourne 15th January 1951, greeted by our brother 
John, whom mum and dad sent out to put a deposit on  
a house in Pascoe Vale. It was hot but we walked to 
Blessed Oliver Plunkett’s, our new parish, for Sunday 
Mass. The Pallottine Fathers were on supply to the  
parish priest Fr Tom Keogh, and to the parish. Almost 
immediately we took apprenticeships, me in carpentry  
and Michael as a bricklayer. After a couple of years, we 
joined the Pallottine groups in Kew on Friday nights. 
 

In his 3rd year, Michael was inspired by Walter Silvester  
to become a Pallottine and go to our house of studies  
in Strathfield, Sydney. I came two years later after  
finishing my five years’ apprenticeship. Jesus,the  
carpenter, wanted joiners, so I joined.  I am thankful to  
my parents and Michael for calling me, for the Lecturers 
and the creative community of nine young Pallottines  
with whom I shared the nine years in formation.  I thank 
God for the spirituality and life of St Vincent Pallotti  
which shaped my life. 
 

I was ordained in St Patrick’s, Melbourne by Archbishop 
Symonds, 25th July 1964. It seemed my life was destined  
to be chaplain to the lay missionary building teams in  
the Kimberly mission, but I thank Fr Silvester who sent  
me to a two-year full-time Leadership Training course  
1965. It was a great relief! It allowed me to unleash my 
creative imagination in 1967, in youth camps begun by  
Fr Gerhard Christoph at Pallotti College. After one year 
Gerhard went to Tardun mission in W.A. and during  
studies I said Mass on Sundays and started monthly  
folk Nights in the firelight and candlelight of Kew with 
professional musicians.  
 

Besides youth camps I conducted retreats for male and 
female school students. During the May, September 
Christmas holidays the focus was on creative camps. 
Together with young and older lay leaders we planned,  
ran and evaluated a variety of camps: Two for 8-12  
year-old boys, Adventure camps, and Mixed Arts camps 
for 16-17 year olds, all co-ed. And a week-end camp for  
18 years upwards, run by my brother, Michael who was 
teaching our students in the College at Millgrove.  After 
seven years I gained a Churchill Scholarship to study  
Youth formation programs in America, Europe and Britain 
for five months.  
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When I returned in 1972 the leaders wanted a more 
committed involvement, so we began a Young adult 
community and called it: The Cenacle Young Adult 
Community. It expressed Vincent Pallotti’s vision of 
Priest, Religious and Lay people called to be 
apostles, equal in ministry to youth and families, 
living together and committed for a two-years; 
Pallotti College had shifted its focus to Marriage 
and Adult retreats. After six years I was appointed 
assistant to Fr John Luemmen in Riverton Parish, 
Perth, 1978-83 which extended my experience with 
youth to ministry and sacramental programs with 
adults and families. 
 

I went to Iona College, New Rochelle, NY, in 1983-5 
for a 3 year M.D course in Pastoral Counselling and 
a 2 year course in spirituality and Spiritual 
Direction. I stayed in the parish of Sacred Heart, 
Hartsdale, and studied at the College. It was a time 
of reflection and enrichment in many areas of my 
priestly life.  
 

When I came home I was put in charge of our house 
of formation in Box Hill, 1985. Fr Roger McGinley 
invited Sr Joy Shelley, a Canossian nun, to stay with 
us. She was a great associate who brought a wealth 
of experience to the work we did. We also trained 
Lay Missionaries for our Tardun, W.A. mission.  
 

With Br Lindsay, our students took part in a shared 
diocesan students and religious male and female  
novices formation 1985 -1999 as well as our own  
specific Pallottine program. 
 

In 2000 to complete the Pallottine Formation Program I 
studied for a D. MinStud. degree with the Theme: “Barrier 
to Intimacy or Path to Love? A Journey towards Celibacy of 
Young Adult Male Religious” with gratitude to my 
supervisor Dr Maryanne Confoy R.S.C.  

 

Finally, in June 2001 I was appointed Parish Priest to St 
Christopher’s Syndal, to build on the wonderful work of  
Fr John Hennessy and Fr John Flynn and Br Kevin Clarke 
2001-2019, a wonderful parish and school with Sr Joy 
Shelley developing a thriving Sunday School program  
and other small creative spirituality groups. Fr Ralph 
continued to grow the parish, and Br Lindsay and I went 
to 85 Studley Park Rd, Kew, with Fr Joe Butscher as rector. 
The Mariana Community were a great support as well as 
the parishioners of St Christopher’s and St Anthony’s.  
 
On the death of Fr Joe, Kew was sold, and Br Lindsay  
and I went to St Anthony’s Glen Huntley with grateful 
thanks to Fr Leenus for making us so welcome. 
 

For all that has been, I thank God for that small push  
from Fr Walter and how God has opened doors through  
60 years of my priesthood as I tried to follow Jesus,  
guided by Mary Queen of Apostles and St Vincent  
Pallotti. And for the undeserved grace of sharing Jesus’ 
priesthood in service to all those that God sent into  
my life.  
For all that lies ahead, I gladly say yes. 
-Fr Pat Jackson 
You are invited to celebration at St Anthony’s Glen Huntly  
on Sunday 28th July 2024, 11.00 am Mass followed by Lunch. 
RSVP: glenhuntly@cam.org.au or ph: 94016336 by 22 July 

 
——————————————————————————————- 
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